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A ccording to the Talmud, one of the first obligations a commu-
nity has is to establish a cemetery. For this reason, years ago, 
the founders of our congregation bought cemetery plots in a 

delineated section of Washington Memorial Park in Coram.  Many of 
our founding members are buried in these plots.  The cemetery is 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ǊƛŘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
have many plots available for sale, though this seems to be one 
b/w¢Ωǎ ōŜǎǘ ƪŜǇǘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǉƭƻǘǎ ƛǎ ϷмрллΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ 
many people are uncomfortable making end of life decisions, it is 
much easier on the family, when the time has come, to have plans in 
place rather than have to make difficult decisions, under the stress of 
the loss of a loved one.  If you are interested in purchasing plots, please contact Carla in the office.   
 
We are also forming a new Cemetery Committee to take on the responsibility of overseeing our 
section in the cemetery.  The committee would periodically check to make sure that our area is 
well-maintained.  We have several people who have volunteered to be a part of this group and if 
you are willing to get involved, please contact me. 
 
On Friday, May 14, we are honoring Cantor Rebecca Goren for her service to the congregation over 
the last two years.  The Service begins at 6:30 and will be followed by a special Oneg Shabbat.  
Mitzvah Day and closing school activities are on May 16.  Mitzvah Day is our opportunity as a   
community to help improve our congregation by partaking in the many projects around the Temple 
and also by going into the community and singing in nursing homes, collecting food for the hungry, 
etc.  We hope that you will choose to participate.  There are numerous activities for both children 
and adults of all ages.  On Tuesday, May 18 at 7:30, we have our annual Confirmation Yizkor       
Service.  This is always a beautiful Service and I hope that you will join us and our Confirmand,   
Matt Abramowitz that evening. 
 
On Friday, June 4, we are hosting a Gay Pride Service in conjunction with the Glen Cove Gay Pride 
Alliance.  This is a first for this congregation and I hope you will be supportive and share this         
information with friends and family and invite them.  On June 11 at 7:30, we are having our Board     
Installation and Volunteer Shabbat.  This is an opportunity for us to welcome our new board   
members, and say thank you to those whose terms have ended and to everyone in our community 
who has given their time to support our activities.  
 
Mark your calendars now for Saturday evening, June 12 at 8:00.  We are having a fabulous 
ά/ƘŀƳǇŀƎƴŜ /ƻƳŜŘȅ bƛƎƘǘΦ  aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ hƴ WǳƴŜ му ŀǘ сΥолΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 
our annual Outdoor Service and Dinner.  Please bring prospective members with you.  This is      
always a warm way to begin our summer services.   
  
There are many opportunities in the next two months to enjoy being a part of your Temple family.  
I look forward to sharing some of these with you. 
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I ǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƴȅ ƭŀǎǘ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀǎ President of North Country Reform Temple.  It has certainly 
been an interesting two years.  The Congregation has dealt 

with major illness and major economic upheaval and, I believe, 
has grown stronger because of surviving adversity.  We have 
made the necessary changes and have placed ourselves in the 
best possible position for the future.   

 Of course, the Presidency has not consisted entirely of 
problems and challenges.  There have been many high points in 
the life of this congregation over the course of this time.  We 
have commenced a wonderful Synaplex program. On Synaplex 
Shabbatot, we have explored Ethiopian, Moroccan, and Far 

Eastern Jewry, and have explored art and ecology.  We look forward to continuing this pro-
gram in the fall. 
 We have also had many special services, especially the healing service for the Rabbi, 
with Rabbi Deborah Hirsch and Debbie Friedman.  No one who was there will ever forget the 
emotions of that evening.  On April 16, we celebrated the return of Cantor Rosalie Boxt with 
music and song. Cantor Boxt was a student cantor with us many years ago .  Cantor Boxt was 
back on Saturday night, April 17, and entertained us with a variety of musical selections.  Eve-
ryone had a good time.  However, every Shabbat is special, and the sense of renewal and com-
munity are present in our sanctuary whenever we get together to pray and celebrate. 
 Most of all, my Presidency was about people.  The members of this congregation are 
its strength, and each and every member contributes to our vibrant NCRT family.  There are 
some I would like to single out for thanks and praise.  The members of the Executive Board, 
who have assisted and supported me through this difficult time, are invaluable.  They guide 
this congregation through its most challenging times with competence and caring.  The mem-
bers of the Board of Trustees have given generously of their time and their expertise to the 
Congregation.  No one will know the time and the care that they have expended, but the Con-
gregation could not have moved forward without it.  The members of the office staff, Carla 
and Monserrat, are always there to help.  Felix is our jack of all trades, and his care for this 
congregation and its congregants is awesome.  I am grateful for all of the individual congre-
gants who support the Temple by stepping forward when needed, by making suggestions, or 
just by being part of the congregation.  The Cantor has shown such care for the congregation 
and its children, it has been a joy to behold.  Last, but certainly not least, Rabbi Liss, who in-
spires us all with her spirituality, her caring, her competence, and everything she is.  I am so 
fortunate to have worked with her. 
 I look forward to supporting Kathy Nadel and her executive committee and the Board 
ƛƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 
 
Shalom,  
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FROM THE CANTORFROM THE CANTORFROM THE CANTOR   

J O U R N E Y S 

G ƻŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƳΣ άDƻ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ƭŀƴŘ 
ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ 
ȅƻǳΦέ  
 
Our first ancestor lived the first 75 years of his life being 
called Abram. Suddenly, he was called upon by God to 
change the entire direction of his life and God changed 
his name to Abraham. 
 
In reading Genesis, it is possible to learn many things 
ŀōƻǳǘ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ 
hƴŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ 
God. Throughout his journey, Abraham was tested nu-

merous times by God and he passed each test. The first test of which we learn comes when 
he must leave his birthplace to go on a journey which he did not choose for himself.  
 
From Abraham, we learn that we do not always choose our own paths in life and that we 
may not always know the reason for the journeys of which we find ourselves a part.  For 
those like Abraham who possess great faith in God, there is a strength that allows one to 
ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƎǊŜǿ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŜŀŎƘ ǘŜǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎƻƴ LǎŀŀŎΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ 
faith in God had become so strong that he knew to trust God. Something would work out. 
God would not let Abraham fall. 
 
It is with bittersweet sadness that I say goodbye to you, members of my Temple Family.  It 
has been one of my great blessings in life to serve you for the past two years and to become 
a part of the NCRT-Ner Tamid family.  
 
This past two years has shown me the strength of this congregation. There have been many 
tests over the past two years and you, as a congregation, have dealt with them with strength 
and great poise. With each test, you have gained fortitude and determination as well as 
compassion and kindness. 
 
At this juncture, many of us do not know exactly what to expect from our Temple Journey in 
the near future. There are certainly bound to be many questions about the next steps of the 
way.  As I part from you, it is clear to me, that this great community will thrive in the next 
phase of its journey. The strength of the leaders and the dedication of the Temple Commu-
nity are a blessing that will serve you well. 
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As I look back on the past two years, I see that we have shared a journey. While each of us has 
traversed our individual, family and community paths, we have also travelled together on the 
path that leads to the doors of our Temple.  We have shared together in the excitement of 
ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ .ΩƴŜƛ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ.  You have also let me into your 
lives during vulnerable moments of difficulty and pain.  We have shared moments of prayer in 
song, in spoken word and in silence. I have learned from you and hopefully, you from me. 
 
As I begin a new phase in my journey and take on the entirely new title of mom, I wish for you 
many blessings. I wish each and every one of you joy in your lives. I wish for you that you be 
surrounded by compassionate and kind circles in difficult times. As a community, I pray for you 
that you draw strength, joy and inspiration at all times of your lives from the rich fountain of 
Judaism and from your home at NCRT.  
 
To all of the members of NCRT, you will always have a special place in my soul as my first con-
gregation.  I thank you for two beautiful years.  I wish you many wonderful years to come full 
of strong community, great happiness, and inspiration from all that the world of Judaism has 
to offer.  
 
To my esteemed colleague Janet, I admire the strength with which you lead this congregation 
every day. You have been a constant inspiration to me and a wonderful role model. I have 
learned a great deal from you which I will keep with me always.  I thank you for everything and 
I wish you many blessings as you continue to lead this congregation with love and wisdom. 
 
.Ω{ƘŀƭƻƳΣ 

 
 

OUR VERY BEST WISHES 

TO CANTOR       

REBECCA GOREN 
ON THE NEXT STAGE 

OF HER JOURNEYɂMAY 

THE GOD OF ABRAHAM 

SHOWER HER AND 

OREN AND THEIR NEW 

BABY WITH ALL THE  

DELIGHTFUL BLESSINGS 

THEY NEED FOR THEIR 

LIFE TOGETHER.   

F are thee well!  

T hank you for all 

�\�R�X�·�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���³  

Cantor 
Rebecca 
Goren 
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