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I n December, I had the privilege of officiating at the .ΩƴŜƛ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ of 
Madison and Deborah Davidson.  I have officiated at hundreds of Bar 
and Bat Mitzvah Services during my career.  What made this one 

particularly special for me is that I knew their mother, Carol, before they were 
born, and Deborah is the first person who I named and then almost 13 years 
later stood with her on the Bima as she became a Bat Mitzvah.  This was a very 
special moment for me. I have officiated at weddings of .ΩƴŜƛ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ.  These 
are very happy moments for me personally.  

 
Our current 7th graders begin their Bar and Bat Mitzvahs in the month of January.  There are a number  
of these students that I named and now this begins a new path for me personally which I am looking  
forward to immensely.  This is my 14th year with this congregation and when I look out into the           
congregation, I have done at least one life cycle event for over two-thirds of our congregation.  I have 
watched our current .ΩƴŜƛ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ students grow up.  It is very rewarding for me to be able to share 
these simchas, these happy occasions with our Temple family. 
 
Seventeen of us will board a flight for Israel on February 10th for our second annual congregational trip.  
We are going to have some amazing experiences together.  Originally, I thought that some of the people 
who joined our first trip would be coming back, so we planned a very different itinerary than the first 
trip which was wonderful.  Emily Beiser, daughter of Jeff and Amy, will become Bat Mitzvah on Masada, 
the ancient fortress across from the Dead Sea where our ancestors held out in battle until they could no 
longer.  The site is amazing and I am so excited about going back to Israel.  Israel is an incredible country.  
Modern Israel born 61 years ago has done a remarkable job of developing, growing and becoming.  
There is so much history in Israel to see between modern and ancient Israel.  On our tour, we will see 
both ancient ruins and modern marvels.   
 
Our trip includes hands-on tzedakah projects, an archeological dig, touring in the north and south of   
Israel Zion, having Shabbat Services and dinner with our sister congregation in Mevassaret, and         
celebrating Shabbat morning on Kibbutz Gezer with my colleague Miri Gold.  Miri is the first Reform 
Rabbi fighting to be paid by the government for being the Rabbi of her entire area.  Her case is before  
the Supreme Court.  If she wins, that means the government of Israel will have to compensate all        
non-Orthodox Rabbis as it does for Orthodox Rabbis.  It is a landmark case that already has helped      
encourage and support pluralism within Israel.   
 
There is still room on the trip and the flight if you would like to join us.  This is an experience that is life-
changing.  People are already asking to go in February of 2011.  If you are interested in going in 2011, 
please let me know.  Two families would like to have their children .ΩƴŜƛ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ in Israel.  Consider   
giving your family the gift of a life time.  Nothing can come close to replicating this family experience.   
 
As we usher in the year 2010, may it be a good year for all of us.  I look forward to seeing you at any of 
the many upcoming events and programs in January and February. 
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FROM THE RABBI  



 

 

 
  
 

T he winter season brings cold and dark, but the Temple brings 
warmth and the light of friendship and companionship.   

 
We have watched the lights of Chanukah dispel the darkness and commemorate 
the miracle of redemption and renewal.  Our Hevre Shabbat program has          
introduced old and new congregants to each other, forging new friendships and 
strengthening old ones.  Our SynaplexTM program was a passport to Morocco,  
introducing us to the culture, customs and food of a Jewish community that 
seemed foreign and exotic to us.   
 
All of these programs depend upon the generosity and work of our fellow  congregants, coordinated as 
always by Jadzia Brown.  Her energy and commitment to this congregation is truly awe inspiring!  
Thank you, Jadzia.  And thank you Grace, Kathy Nadel, Cathy Stern and Wendy Silas, for the cooking for 
the Chanukah dinner.  For the SynaplexTM dinner, our wonderful committee was augmented by Amy 
Schiff and Valerie Lynn, who both guided us and cooked with us.  We are truly blessed with such an  
involved and caring group. 
 
Our Religious Practices Committee, together with the Rabbi, the Cantor, and representatives of our   
Hebrew School, has set a new course for services to be held during each week of the month.  The first 
Shabbat will be musical ς either a Shabbat alive with a band or a choir participation.  The second   
Shabbat ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ Ǌŀōōƛ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Shabbat 
of the month, we will explore a topic of interest, with an outside speaker or a panel of our own        
congregants.  There is truly something for everyone. 
 
It is not too early to look forward to Purim.  Look for an exciting shpiel this year, in which the Purim 
story will be transferred to France for a Les Mis style Purim.  More details to follow!  

 

FROM THE TEMPLE PRESIDENT  
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NCRT thanks our Synaplex Shabbat committee members and volunteers:  Hannah Arnholt, Julie Baron, 
Jadzia Brown, Irene & Marty Fogel, Marcia Getz, Mitchell Goidel, Kathy Nadel, Judy Herzog, Saadia     
Lemmini, Valerie Lynn, Barbara Marder,  Felicia Pomerantz, Aimee & Phil Schiff, Linda Sibell, Myra         
Zaremba, and Ruth  Zipkin, with special thanks to Rabbi Janet B. Liss, Grace Blank and Cantor Rebecca 
Goren.  
 
NCRT is also grateful to those who contributed to the SynaplexTM Shabbat dinner: Jadzia & Donald 
Brown in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Danielle Lynn, and in appreciation of the Synaplex committee 
members and volunteers, and Deborah Davidson, Paula & Steve Frome, Kerry & David Fierstein, Irene  
& Marty Fogel, Marcia Getz, Barbara Marder, Dari & Robert Kleinwaks, Lori & Michael Kotkin, Valerie   
& Mitchell Lynn,  Kathy & Warren Nadel, Felicia & Sandy Pomerantz, Aimee & Phil Schiff, Cathy Stern, 
and Myra & Len Zaremba. 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TU BôSHVAT AND A GOOD JEWISH EDUCATION  
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I n the TorahΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎΩ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ 
plant upon their arrival in the Promised Land.  Among other details, the Torah states that Israelites 
ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŜǿ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎΩ 

lives. 
 
The holiday that marks the birthday of the trees is called ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ.  No matter 
when a tree is planted within a year, by Jewish law, it ages a year on the following 
¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ.  Therefore, if a tree is in its    second year, after the next Tu Bishvat, it 
is counted as a tree in its third year. 
 
In the commandment as presented above, it is clear that the Torah assumed 
that the Israelites would plant trees in the first place. Without that assumption, 
the rest of the guidelines would have no meaning. Therefore, it can be stated that 
God  expected the people to plant trees upon their arrival in the new land. 
 
Although the Israelites would soon enter a land that was flowing with milk and honey and that would be 
filled with trees that bore a myriad of delicious fruits, it was immediately expected of them to plant new 
trees. These trees would take time to bear fruit and even then, this fruit would be forbidden them to eat 
for years. In reality, the benefits of such trees would be enjoyed by the next generation of Israelites, 
their children.  
 
Just as we have a responsibility to guard our planet for future generations by curbing wasteful habits and 
by planting trees so that they may be enjoyed by our children and their children, we also have a                
responsibility to plant the seeds of a good Jewish education within our children and to foster this growth 
within them. As our children mature, the fruits of their education may be realized in many different 
ways. It is our hope that, no matter the path, a child who has strong roots in Jewish education, with 
seeds planted early on and watered often, will have the gift of making grounded choices in their early 
and later adult lives. 
 
It is our job as parents and teachers to teach our children that a good Jewish education is vital. Our      
students live extremely full lives with impossible schedules. Between school, Hebrew School, sports and 
other activities, it is amazing that they have any time left for themselves. This is a problem everywhere 
in this day and age.  
 
Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ WŜǿƛǎƘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
rank high among the priorities, a little seed is planted.  
 
Here at NCRT Hebrew School, we have an extremely talented group of students and great dedication 
among our families. Our students also have rich lives with many activities. Let us be inspired this            
¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ (January 30th) to plant a little seed in our hearts. When planning our schedules and each of 
our days, let us remember how important Jewish education is in the lives of our children. Let us give 
them messages that will impact them for the rest of their lives! 

 
 

  



 

 

M ESSAGE FROM CANTOR GOREN TO HEBREW SCHOOL PARENTS 
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W e have had a very exciting month of December here at NCRT Hebrew School.   
 
On December 6th, our K-1 class had its Mishpacha program which focused on Shabbat.  Students     

reviewed the blessings over the Challah and the Wine, which they practiced weekly with their teacher, Mrs. 
Rosen. They sang a few songs with the Cantor and then focused on two extremely fun hands-on activities led by 
Dalia Brody.  First, they made Challah covers, using white fabric and fabric markers. Each student went home 
with a Challah cover which they designed and created with the guidance of their parents.  Next, the group     
ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀƭƛŀΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŜǘŜǎǘ ƎǊŀǇŜ 
juice from fresh grapes.  
 
On December 13th, grades K-7 participated in the annual Chanukah program. The students travelled to various 
booths, where they made Chanukah related crafts such as menorahs, painted wooden dreidles, and Chanukah 
cards. They also played games such as the dreidel game and the Judaica Bowl as well as decorated Chanukah 
cookies ready for immediate eating! The activities varied depending on the age; however, it appears that all had 
a good time.  Everyone present enjoyed latkes, sufganiyot (jelly donuts) and bake-sale goods.  Ryan Koenig of 
our 3rd grade class won the iPod nano in our raffle. Congratulations, Ryan! 
 
A special thanks to Jen Biblowitz and all the members of the education committee, as well as all parents who 
volunteered, for their help in planning and creating this exciting day! Thank you to all of the teachers for their 
great work at the booths. Thank you also to Felix, without whom no program would ever get off the ground! 
 
On Tuesday, December 15th, our 7th-9th grades competed in the annual Chanukah Bowl, led by Rabbi Liss. The 
8/9th grade class won, however the 7th grade class gave them some tough competition! 
 
On December 18th, members of our 7th grade class led a beautiful Shabbat Service which also coincided with the 
last night of Chanukah. They led the service with great poise, reading beautifully and chanting their prayers with 
mastery. 
 
Soon we will be back in Hebrew School with a second term full of great learning in our classrooms and exciting 
programs relating to our late winter/spring holidays.  Our third grade will kick off with their Mishpacha program 
on Tuesday, January 12th, where they will participate in an exquisite art project related to ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ under the 
guidance of Dalia Brody. The students and their families will make replicas of almond trees that defy description 
by words.  Parents, your children will take home an art project that will be meaningful and simply stunning! 
 
Grades K-2 and 4-7 will participate in a ¢ǳ .ΩǎƘǾŀǘ {ŜŘŜǊ again this year on Sunday, January 24th and the 3rd 
grade will have its Seder on Tuesday, January 26th. Parents will be asked to bring one item in preparation for the 
seder and to help in the kitchen on the day of the seder if possible. Please look out for e-mails from Cantor 
Goren as well as class parents in early January when this will be coordinated. 
 
As usual, please feel free to approach me at any time regarding the needs of your child. It is my hope that all 
children in our school are receiving the best Jewish education possible. Whenever there is anything that hinders 
this goal, it is always possible to make a difference when we work together.  Parents, please communicate with 
me whenever possible. I greatly value knowing about each child and their journey! 

 



 

 

JANUARY 
 

    Sunday, 3   No Hebrew School 
   Tuesday, 5 Hebrew School 
   Sunday, 10 Hebrew School 
   Tuesday, 12   Hebrew School 
  3rd Grade Mishpacha 
   Sunday, 17  No Hebrew School 
   Tuesday, 19    Hebrew School 
   Friday, 22   4th Grade Dinner & Service  
   Sunday, 24 ¢ǳΩ{ƘŜǾŀǘ Program  
  Pre-School Mishpacha 
   Tuesday, 26    Hebrew School 
  ¢ǳΩ{ƘŜǾŀǘ Program (3rd grade) 
   Sunday, 31 Hebrew School  
  Tallit Workshop 

 

FEBRUARY   
   Tuesday, 2 Hebrew School 
   Sunday, 7  Hebrew School 
  Pre-School Mishpacha 
   Tuesday, 9 Hebrew School 
   Sunday, 14 No Hebrew School 
   Tuesday, 16       No Hebrew School 
   Sunday, 21 No Hebrew School 
   Tuesday, 23    Hebrew School 
   Sunday, 28    PURIM CARNIVAL 

I M P O R T A N T 
Please press 6 on our Temple voice messaging system  

to hear the latest information about our Hebrew School 
and Temple events, or go online at www.ncrt.org.   

Call the office at 671-4760 if your contact information 
(phone, home address or email address) has changed.  

When leaving messages please be aware that there may 
be a long silent wait before a recording is heard. 

HAPPY ¢¦ .L{IΩ±!¢ TO ALL OUR  
STUDENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES! 

SAFETY CONCERN  FOR PARENTS:   
Please do not drive around a car that is picking up or letting off 
passengers. Please drive slowly and carefully within the bounda-
ries of the Temple.  In snowy and icy conditions, please drive even 
more slowly and carefully.  Thank you.  

PRE-SCHOOL MISHPACHA 

Sundays 10 AM-11 AM 

January 24  

February 7  

March 21  

April 25  

May 16  

Post -Confirmation 
will meet at 

11:30AM  
on Sundays  

  
January 10   
February 7  

   Tu B'Shevat  

 

Tu B'Shevat, the 15th day of the Jewish month of 
Shevat, is a holiday also known as the New Year for 
Trees. The word "Tu" is not really a word; it is the 
number 15 in Hebrew, as if you were to call the 
Fourth of July "Iv July" (IV being 4 in Roman numer-
als).  There are a few customs or observances related 
to this holiday. One custom is to eat a new fruit on 
this day. Some people plant trees here and donate 
money to the Jewish National Fund to plant trees in 
Israel.  

School Hours and Class Schedule:  

 

Sunday 9:00 -11:00AM  

Grades K -1, 2,  

 

Sunday 11:00 -1:00PM  

Grades 4, 5, 6, 7A, 7B  

 

Tuesday 4:30 -6:30PM  

Grades 3, 4, 5, 6  

 

Tuesday 6:30 -8:30PM  

Grades 7A, 7B, 8 -9, 10  

PURIM   SHPIEL  
is February 27, 2010.  

 

PURIM CARNIVAL 
is February 28, 2010.  

Happy 
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NCRT Temple Committees 
ADULT EDUCATION                    Marty & Irene Fogel 
This committee organizes the Scholar-in-Residence 
programs, and works with the Rabbi to develop 
classes and discussion groups on special topics. The 
committee also assists the Rabbi on Friday night 
programming and Interfaith programs. 
 
BANQUET              Wayne Smith 
Composed of Temple members, this committee 
oversees the rental of the Temple facility, the panel 
of caterers, and the maintenance of equipment and 
supplies. 
 
BUDGET                             Myra Zaremba 
This committee works with the Financial Secretary, 
Treasurer, Committee Chair and Trustees, to de-
velop the budget for the forthcoming fiscal year, 
and in proposing new ways to generate revenue. 
The Budget Committee is also involved in planning 
for new program needs of the Congregation, and 
evaluating the financial needs of these programs, 
before presenting recommendations for the Con-
ƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŀƴ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 
 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS        Barry Feldman                 
This committee is concerned with the care, mainte-
nance, and improvement of our Temple building 
and property. 
 
CARING COMMITTEE        Ruth Zipkin 
This committee provides support for Temple mem-
bers in their time of need and general outreach to 
Temple members. 
 
FUNDRAISING                                  
This committee prepares and implements vital 
fundraising activities in the Temple. 
 
SOCIAL ACTION / MITZVAH TEAMS        Lee Launer  
This committee works to better our community by    
actively doing Mitzvot both for our congregation 
and for the larger community.   
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS                 Walter Stern  
This committee works with the local media to     
disseminate Temple news.  

MEMBERSHIP                     Kathy  Nadel/Paula Frome 
This committee is involved with identifying and     
attracting new members to the Temple, as well as 
seeing that they are welcomed and integrated into 
the Temple family. 
 
HEBREW SCHOOL BOARD     Jen Biblowitz 
This committee operates as a school board for our 
Religious School. With the Rabbi and the School    
Administrator, the committee helps to set policies 
and requirements for the .ΩƴŜƛ aƛǘȊǾŀƘ and Confir-
mations. The committee assists in registration of   
students and works with the Rabbi, Cantor and 
School Principal on all school matters. 
 
RITUAL COMMITTEE            Jadwiga Brown 
This committee works with the Rabbi and the Cantor, 
in developing ritual, programs for creative services, 
special services, and holiday celebrations. It distrib-
utes honors and encourages participation in all      
religious activities at the Temple. 
 
YOUTH GROUP                                  Alan Mitzner      
This committee helps develop Junior and Senior 
Youth Group programs and works with the young-
sters themselves, while making appropriate arrange-
ments for these activities, and developing congrega-
tional support for the Youth Group. 
 
a9bΩ{ /[¦.                              Len Zaremba  
This club is made up of men whose goal is to listen 
and learn from all the Temple members and plan 
events of interest to everyone. With regularly sched-
uled meetings, the club members have a chance to 
meet and socialize.  
 
²ha9bΩ{ /[¦.     Roberta Rotberg/Tobi Kupferman  
This club is made up of women who meet, socialize, 
and work at fostering camaraderie among Temple 
members.  They plan events of interest that contrib-
ute to the well-being of the congregation.    

Please give of yourself - join one of 

our committees. Call a Committee 

Chair today and volunteer! 
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όмύ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ wŀōōƛΩǎ 5ƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ CǳƴŘ 
(2) tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ /ŀƴǘƻǊΩǎ 5ƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ CǳƴŘ 
(3) Please make check payable to Cantorial Endowment Fund 
(4) Please make check payable to Celine Ordioni Scholarship Fund             
(5) Please make check payable to Sefer Torah Fund 

wŀōōƛΩǎ 5ƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ CǳƴŘ όмύ 
/ŀƴǘƻǊΩǎ 5ƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ CǳƴŘ όнύ 
Cantorial Endowment Fund (3) 
Celine Ordioni Scholarship Fund (4) 
Sefer Torah Fund (5) 
Yahrzeit Memorial Fund 
[ΩŘƻǊ ±ΩŘƻǊ Fund (new) 
New Prayerbook Fund ($28) 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊōƻƻƪ CǳƴŘ 
Choir Fund 
Adult Education Fund 
Hebrew School Fund 
Hebrew School Tutorial Fund 
Scholar-in-Residence Fund 

Social Action Fund 
Youth Group Fund 
Youth Lounge Fund 
Care Committee 
Susan Bruckman Memorial Fund 
Judy Davis Memorial Fund 
Bernie Sloane Memorial Fund 
Susan Cort Memorial Fund  
Fine Arts Fund 
Library Fund 
Camp Scholarship Fund 
Beautification Fund 
Garden Fund 
Cemetery Maintenance Fund 

THERE ARE MANY WAYS  
TO SUPPORT YOUR TEMPLE 

                                        

 

 Sponsor an Oneg Shabbat (minimum $36) 
Remember a loved one by ordering a Memorial Plaque 
Order a leaf for our beautiful Tree of Life, a wonderful      
tribute to your family and friends, or, in memory of a 

    special event in your life  
Donate to one of our many Funds:      
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